Name:  ________________________________ Date:  ________________ Period: _____
Directions:  Read “Letter from a Birmingham City Jail,” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and respond to the contextual reading questions.  Answers need to be complete and thorough responses in complete sentences.  

1.  Explain the circumstances in which King finds himself in jail in Birmingham. 

2.  According to paragraph 1, why does King choose to respond criticism of his actions in Birmingham?

3.  According to paragraph 3, what does King cite as evidence of racial discrimination in Birmingham?  
4.  Identify the frustrations King associates with the denial of African American civil rights in the U.S. 

5.  Why does King think direct action is the best course of action in pursuing civil rights? 

6.  In what ways does King connect his message of equality to religious ideals and concepts? 

7.  What is the tone of King’s message in a “Letter from a Birmingham City Jail”?
8.  Evaluate King’s language and vocabulary used in his “Letter.”  How does his language and vocabulary enhance or detract from his argument?  

