Chapter 9: Psychological Development 

A Critical Look at the Twins Studies 

Identical Twins Are Not Identical 

I. How do Psychologist Explain Development?

CC: 

A. The Nature-Nurture Interaction 

1. Twin Studies 

2. Adoption Studies 

B. Gradual Versus Abrupt Change 

C. Psychology in Your Life: Psychological Traits in Your Genes 

II. What Capabilities Does the Child Possess?

CC:

A. Prenatal Development 

1. Teratogens: Prenatal Toxins 

2. Prenatal Development of the Brain 

B. The Neonatal Period: Abilities of the Newborn Child 
C. Infancy and Childhood: Building on the Neonatal Blueprint 

1. Learning Assumes a Role in Development 

2. Social Abilities 

a. Attachment 

b. The Strange Situation 

c. Contact Comfort 

3. Maturation and Physical Abilities 

D. Psychology in Your Life: Does Your Child Measure up?

III. What Are the Developmental Tasks of Infancy and Childhood?

CC:

A. Cognitive Development: Piaget’s Theory

1. Schemas

2. Assimilation and Accommodation

3. Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Development

a. Sensorimotor (_________________)

b. Preoperational (_________________)

c. Concrete Operational (_________________)

d. Formal Operational (_________________)

4. Beyond Piaget: Other Perspectives on Cognitive Development

B. Social and Emotional Development

1. Temperament

2. Socialization

a. Four Parenting Styles and their Effects

b. Effects of Day Care

c. School and Leisure Influences

d. Gender Differences in Socialization

C. Psychology in Life: Childhood Influences on Your Personality

1. Erikson’s Theory of Psychosocial Development

a. Trust v. Mistrust

b. Autonomy v. Self-doubt

c. Initiative v. Guilt

d. Competence v. Inferiority

2. A Critical Reflection on Erikson’s Theory

IV. What Challenges Mark the Transition of Adolescence?

CC:

A. Adolescence and Culture

B. Physical Maturation in Adolescence

C. Cognitive Development in Adolescence

D. Social and Emotional Issues in Adolescence

1. The Increasing Influence of Peers

2. Is Adolescence a Period of Turmoil?

3. Delinquency

E. Sexual Issues in Adolescence

1. Same-Sex Orientation in Adolescence

2. Heterosexual Behavior in Adolescence

F. Psychology in Life: The Development of Moral Thinking

1. Culture and Morality

2. Gender and Morality

V. What Developmental Challenges Do Adults Face?
CC: 

A. Erikson’s Theory of Young Adulthood: Intimacy versus Isolation

B. The Challenges of Midlife: Generativity versus Stagnation

C. New Perspectives on Women, Men, Work, and Family

D. Psychology in Life: The Last Developmental Challenges You Will Face

1. Ego-Integrity v. Despair

2. New Perspectives on Aging

a. Vision

b. Hearing

c. Thinking, Learning, & Problem-Solving

d. Memory

e. Sexual Functioning

f. Social Interaction

g. Emotions

3. 5 Stages of Death & Dying

