Chapter 2: Research Methods

Intro:

I. How Do Psychologists Develop New Knowledge?

CC:

A. The Five Steps of the Scientific Method

1. Developing a Hypothesis

2. Performing a Controlled Test

3. Gathering Objective Data

4. Analyzing the Results and Accepting or Rejecting the Hypothesis

5. Publishing, Criticizing, and Replicating the Results

B. Types of Psychological Research

1. Experimental Method

2. Non-Experimental Methods

3. Correlational Studies

C. Sources of Bias in Research (or Anywhere Else)

D. Ethics in Research

1. Deception

2. Animal Studies

E. Questions Science Cannot Answer

F. Psychology In Your Life: Getting In Deeper

1. Professional Organizations in Psychology

2. Psychology-Related Journals and Magazines

3. Electronic Resources in Psychology

II. How Do We Make Sense Of The Data?

CC:
A. Developing Your Own Survey

B. Organizing the Data

C. Describing the Data with Descriptive Statistics

1. Measures of Central Tendency: Finding the Center of the Distribution
a. The Mean

b. The Median

c. The Mode

d. Using Averages

e. Measures of Variability: Finding the Spread of the Distribution

D. Correlation: A Relationship Between Two Variables

E. Making Inferences with Inferential Statistics 

1. Sampling

2. Statistical Significance  
F. Psychology In Your Life: Statistics In Politics

