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AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2013 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 2
Overview

Students were asked to carefully read a passage from D. H. Lawrence's early-20th-century novel The
Rainbow (1915) and to write an essay analyzing how Lawrence employs literary devices to characterize the
woman and capture her situation.

Students were prompted to focus on the female character in the passage as she begins to come into a new
stage of self-awareness and to analyze how the author uses literary devices to characterize her. Further,
students were invited to analyze how literary devices were employed by the author to capture the
woman's situation as depicted in the passage. The question was designed to assess students’ ability to
read closely for detail and nuance and to choose for analysis appropriate literary devices employed by the
author as vehicles to convey the character and her situation. Because no particular device was specified,
students were presented with the additional important of task of identifying literary devices and then
analyzing how they are used.

Sample: 2A
Score: 8

This persuasive analysis demonstrates sophistication of thought from the beginning, describing the
woman accurately as someone who “ultimately seeks to venture from the comfort of the quotidian rural
life,” and maintains the promise of the introduction throughout the essay. In the second paragraph the
student analyzes the contrast between the men, whose experience is “visceral and tangible,” with the
woman, whose “desire is ideal and romantic.” The analysis foregrounds literary devices, but rather than
merely listing examples, the essay develops a discussion about each device and shows how it contributes
to the larger characterization of the woman and her situation. By exploring images, rhetorical questions,
and repetition, the student methodically builds a convincing case for the woman's desire to understand
the unknown and to achieve liberation through knowledge. For example, the student identifies the device
of “rhetorical questions” as an example of the woman's “persistance [sic] and burgeoning desperation to
understand” the world. The student references the vicar during the discussion about the rhetorical
questions but merely concludes that his power “lies in his learnedness — his knowledge.” The student also
identifies repetition, and more specifically anaphora, but rather than exploring another aspect of the
woman's character and situation, instead focuses again on her persistence. The conclusion does not offer
any new insight but does return confidently to the thesis. The student also demonstrates effective control
of language and the elements of composition throughout the essay.
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