The Differences between High School and College

1. There are no parents!

No parents means no one waking you up for class in the morning; no one telling you to do your homework or study; no one telling you when to have dinner; and no one telling you that you can or can’t go out with friends. Basically, no parents means you'll be expected to use you best judgment to take care of yourself. 

2. No one cares if you skip class (for the most part).

Although professors of small classes might expect you to keep regular attendance, no one is going to stop you from skipping that 300-person lecture in favor of a nap.  Generally, attendance (or even participation) is much less likely to be a part of your grade.  However, professors don’t always cover the information in the book, so missing classes will likely come back to haunt you if you are missing class. 

3. You can set your own schedule.

Classes might fill up quick, but you get to choose what days and times you take them, and to some extent the order you take your classes. You will have breaks in between classes and maybe whole days where you don’t have to go to class. However, make sure you are utilizing the time in between classes to study course material.
4. The final exam can be worth 60% of your grade.

In some classes, the final exam at the end of the term could be worth most of your grade. And the midterm could be as much as 30% of your grade. Testing is usually infrequent and may be cumulative, covering large amounts of material. You, not the professor, need to organize the material to prepare for the test. And it is very rare that professors give extra credit (and you should never ask a teacher for extra credit). Study hard and do your homework. 

5. "No homework" doesn’t mean "no studying."

Professors don’t assign a lot of homework, but they expect you to keep up with all the material, especially the reading, which means they expect for you to study on your own. Whether you need to create flash cards, take notes or form a study group, find ways to study so you'll be prepared for the exams.  A good rule of thumb is 2-3 hours of studying for every hour of lecture.  In most cases, students will have approximately 12 hours of class.  This means that an additional 24-36 hours of reading, studying, visiting the tutor center, talking to professors, and time in study groups.
6. Learning to write a good college paper is really important.

Writing skills are a critical difference between high school and college, and one that you don’t hear about often.   Learn how to write a solid paper in your first term -- whether you ask your professor for more guidance or seek help from a writing tutor in your college's tutoring center -- getting this skill under your belt will help you save time and get better grades.

Tip: Don’t just turn in that first draft of a paper you wrote the night before. Writing is re-writing. Proofread your work and don’t be afraid to edit a few drafts before handing in the final copy.

7.  There are a ton of resources on a college campus.
Virtually every college campus will have a tutor/writing center, professor office hours; some classes hold tutor study sessions, computer labs, and academic advisors.  However, none of these resources will find you.  Professors will rarely (if ever) approach you and tell you they are concerned about your grade.  You must proactively seek out the help you need.  It is best to seek out these resources early.

8.  Homework will not always be checked.
In college, it is much more common for homework to be used as a tool for learning, rather than a grade in a book.  Professors may not always check completed homework, but they will assume you can perform the same tasks on tests.
9. Professors will not seek you out when you are struggling
Unlike high school, professors will not be as likely to initiate a conversation with any difficulties you are having in class.  Although professors are usually open and helpful, most expect you to initiate contact if you need assistance.

10. Notes are CRITICAL in college!

Professors may lecture nonstop, expecting you to identify the important points in your notes. When professors write on the board, it may be to amplify the lecture, not to summarize it. Good notes are a must.  So use the skills you have acquired through Cornell Note-taking they will save you.

