
Seminar	  Discussion	  Rules	  
	  

1. One	  person	  talks	  at	  a	  time,	  and	  everyone	  else	  listens.	  The	  next	  comment	  
should	  connect	  to	  the	  first	  person’s	  statement	  and	  build	  on	  it.	  

2. Students	  may	  only	  speak	  about	  the	  book	  for	  the	  entire	  discussion	  period.	  If	  
the	  instructor	  hears	  the	  students	  talking	  about	  their	  evening	  plans	  or	  
anything	  unrelated	  to	  the	  book,	  the	  student	  will	  have	  to	  leave	  the	  circle	  and	  
receive	  a	  “0”	  on	  the	  assignment.	  

3. The	  leader	  of	  the	  group	  should	  both	  make	  sure	  that	  everyone	  gets	  a	  chance	  
to	  speak	  and	  make	  sure	  the	  group	  answers	  each	  question	  fully.	  	  

4. If	  the	  group	  finishes	  the	  questions	  before	  the	  discussion	  period	  ends,	  they	  
can	  go	  back	  to	  answer	  questions	  in	  more	  depth	  or	  talk	  about	  some	  other	  
aspect	  of	  the	  book,	  but	  no	  topics	  other	  than	  the	  book	  are	  allowed.	  


