Chapter 14 Study Guide:  The Influence of Islam on West Africa            Name_____________________________
Mark each Before column with the following options:   

                     : ) = you know the answer well & could teach it to others                                                                      

                      : l = you think you might know the answer, but you’re not sure                                                                                 

                      : ( = you haven’t got a clue

Before     After
______   ______1. What first brought Islam to West Africa? _________________________________________

______   ______2. Mali first appeared on a European map in 1339. What does its appearance there reflect? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

______   ______3. Why did Islam spread fairly easily in Mali? ________________________________________

______   ______4. What would be the best title for this list of changes?

· The line of succession became patrilineal. 
· The government became more centralized. 
· West Africans adopted shari'ah. 
______________________________________________________________________________________

______   ______5. What was the most important feature of education in Muslim West Africa? _______________

__________________________________________________________________________________

______   ______6. How did people of West Africa maintain their native languages? _______________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

______   ______7. West Africans built mosques that blended Islamic architectural style with their own traditional 

religious art. This shows that ________________________________________________________

______   ______8. What is one artistic form that both West Africans and Muslims valued even before their cultures met? _________________________________________________________

______   ______9. Which statement best describes what happened when Islam came to West Africa?

·        Many West Africans kept some of their old customs.

·        Only a few West Africans accepted Islam.

·        All West Africans practiced some parts of Islam.

·        Most West Africans discarded all of their old customs.

______   ______10. Which of the following is an example of Islam's influence on West African law?

·        the acceptance of unwritten laws

·        a decentralized government

·        the adoption of shari'ah

·        a matrilineal line of succession

______   ______11. What West African city was known for its universities? _________________________________

______   ______12. When Islam was introduced, West Africans began using _________________ for prayer. 

______   ______13. What type of house did Islamic architects introduce in Mali? _____________________________

______   ______14. What is one decorative form that West Africans adopted from Islamic arts? _________________



 


Follow the directions to complete the item(s) below.


______   ______15. Fill in the six ovals in the web below. In each, give one example of how Islam affected that area of West African life. You may either write in detail, or draw the influence. If you draw it, label your picture.
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