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The Story of the Iliad
Directions: Read the summary of the Iliad. Select the EIGHT most important events that occur in the story, and put them into a storyboard. Label, describe, and illustrate each event. Your storyboard should be neat and colorful when you turn it in.
Summary of the Iliad
The Iliad is an amazing tale of heroes and heroines, gods and goddesses. But most of all, it is the story of Achilles, his anger and determination, and of his slaying of the Trojan hero Hector.  
The purpose of the war was to recover the most beautiful woman in the world, Helen. She was the wife of Menelaus, king of Sparta. But she had been carried off to Troy by Paris, son of King Priam of Troy. Menelaus, naturally, swore vengeance. He called upon the kings and princes of Greece to help him. Among those who responded were Achilles, Ajax, Diomedes, Odysseus, and Nestor. Agamemnon, king of Mycenae and brother of Menelaus, was chosen commander in chief.
After two years of preparation, the Greek fleet of more than 1,000 ships and an army of 100,000 men assembled at the port of Aulis in northeastern Greece. Hence the saying that Helen had the face that launched 1,000 ships.
The fleet was detained at Aulis by a calm sea. Seeking the reason for the delay, they were told by a soothsayer that Agamemnon had killed a stag sacred to the goddess Artemis (or Diana). The wrath of the goddess could only be appeased by the sacrifice of the offender's daughter. Agamemnon was forced to consent. His daughter Iphigenia was led to an altar. The goddess relented at the last minute and snatched Iphigenia away, leaving a deer in her place. Iphigenia became a priestess in the temple of Artemis at Tauris.
With the anger of Artemis appeased, the wind proved favorable and the fleet set sail. They arrived to find the Trojans well prepared. King Priam was too old to fight. He had assembled supplies for a long siege, however, and formed alliances with neighboring princes and chieftains. The city was also protected by impenetrable walls. Its defenders included Hector, Aeneas (of whom the Roman poet Virgil wrote much later), Sarpedon, and other warriors. 

For more than nine years the Greeks besieged Troy unsuccessfully. Then Achilles quarreled with Agamemnon and refused to take further part in the conflict. It was the slaying of his friend Patroclus about two thirds of the way through the book that brought Achilles back to the action. He killed Hector in battle, but later he was himself killed-driving the Greeks to despair of ever winning. 

It was then that the crafty Odysseus stepped forward with a stratagem. Aided by the goddess Athena, he planned the construction of a huge wooden horse with enough room to contain 100 warriors. Secretly the best warriors were hidden inside. Then the rest of the Greeks boarded ship as though to sail home in defeat. The Trojans thought the horse was a peace offering to Athena. One of the Trojan priests, Laocoön, warned against "Greeks, even bearing gifts." Cassandra, daughter of King Priam, also predicted disaster. She had been given the gift of prophecy but had then been cursed-her prophecies, though always true, would never be believed. Their warnings were shouted down, and a breach in the wall was made to allow the horse to be dragged in.
As the Trojans slept that night, the Greek warriors emerged and signaled the waiting ships to bring back the rest of the Greeks to Troy. Soon thousands of Greeks were swarming into the city. By morning only a mass of ruins remained. Nearly all the inhabitants were slain. Helen returned to her husband, and the Greeks sailed for home. The one whose voyage home took the longest was Odysseus. The adventures of his return trip were told in the second Homeric epic.
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