2016 AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Question 3

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

Many works of literature contain a character who intentionally deceives others. The character’s dishonesty may be
intended either to help or to hurt. Such a character, for example, may choose to mislead others for personal safety, to
spare someone'’s feelings, or to carry out a crime.

Choose a novel or play in which a character deceives others. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze the motives for
that character’s deception and discuss how the degeption contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.

You may choose a work from the list below or another work of comparable literary merit. Do not merely summarize
the plot.

Anna Karenina Jude the Obscure
As You Like It The Kite Runner
Atonement M. Butterfly
Beloved Madame Bovary
The Blind Assassin The Memory Keeper’s Daughter
The Bonesetter’s Daughter Middlesex
The Burgess Bovs Much Ado About Nothing
Catch-22 Never Let Me Go
The Color Purple Oryx and Crake
Crime and Punishment Othello
The Crucible The Picture of Dorian Gray
A Doll House The Portrait of a Lady
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Pride and Prejudice
The Great Gatsby Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
Hamlet Twelfth Night
Heart of Darkness Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
In the Lake of the Woods The Women of Brewster Place
Invisible Man Wuthering Heights
Jane Eyre A Yellow Raft in Blue Water
STOP
END OF EXAM
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AP English Literature The Great Gatsby Sample Set

Essay Score: 9

Write in the box the number of the question you are answering 3 —r _r
on this page as it is designated in the exam. |

Deception often has ws Yoots n  selfpresecyation .
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—
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AP English Literature The Great Gatsby Sample Set

. 5 Write in the box the number of the question you are answeri_ng-r T
on this page as it is designated in the exam. 2
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Write in the box the number of the question you are answering 5
on this page as it is designated in the exam. l T'(
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<z Write in the box the number of the question you are answcring'T T
3 on this page as it is designated in the exam. '-l

)

selr - \ QL S {ecie Vv

wor'd  odoouk  the true evils of +he Amevican Dveam,

proving  har, the "se-mad e mon” is_ just o con - artist

t
ar _ heatt.

9 (TT) This student presents a well-developed and persuasive analysis of both
the motives for Jay Gatsby's deception and how that deception _lln__ks
to the meaning of the novel as a whole. Positing a clear argument, that
Gatsby's deception is driven not by any desire to harm others but rather
as a means of self-preservation, the student then provides apt textual
support for this assertion. As the argument develops, the student
deftly links Gatsby's success with his own self-preservation to an
illusion of power, quoting Gatsby's own words: “Can't change the past?
Why of course you can!” Hence, the student maintains that Gatsby
also uses deception as a way of protecting Daisy, thinking that he is
“untouchable” and that “he can control exactly what people think.”
Finally, the student makes a strong case for this character analysis as a
window into the meaning of the work as a whole. The student depicts
Gatsby as a mere “figurehead” for the American Dream, masking “all
the lies and deception of its foundation behind a glistening curtain of
champagne and swimming pools and jazz music.” Maintaining a cogent
and confident voice right through to the end of the essay, this student
concludes that the self-made man is “just a con-artist at heart.” This
essay merits the highest score: it does not have to “sing” or induce
shivers. It does not have to be ethereal or ingenious. Rather, this rough
draft is a well-written, convincing, and sustained analysis by a student
who understands the complexities of Fitzgerald's novel.

Return to the
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Essay Score: 5

")) Write in the box the number of the question you are answering‘PP ‘
on this page as it is designated in the exam. |

Thoee ore many COuseq &oc dece pyad VA

Ny Wo(\& ’rof\(}\\‘ "\\\Oi raral Scoah BRI -qeadn

o  (Fcennx (Dcx’rs\a\f W Shaws

0 =0\ Q 5 o0y LI OG AT 0N

M 0 ndepirer WWO NWE - devadey WS Smverd

WYC L\ 950™Mennlt. e \QWeH _

TN 0Chey  xQ Quch s,
Covtv Xy aixToly GReN 94 o

—T ()\\|‘

o000 = o =\1E0  onerdsRr 0k 9ociRiey. MO 59 Ghown

YO W@ 3w andl B oo a0y Qovsot . We wahelx

The Seor, WOowewRe, WO WeG O oy Qoo

ALV TN
QOGO WO W W09 NCOWNOOSA \D-J\f\‘mj e, \N_W

oty Ao XA 0CAdoy

Eyrmr  wolW War, Wo  Noiay AW
OO . Dokace e \20weS, N owenn, W& S\\G T

)
\ONE,_ witxW 90000l  NGmed Vates- e WO\A\X%

00X See  weN ogoede o o \ono dIm@. WY weoldn

g ofx0 Cadard e WhOn W0 comy, wedpd XN

gth{_‘Q&»‘.gﬁgs\@ o & -NQ \N%\\'\\q‘ Mo . U0 snon c\\Oé\

ol Gorcay Yahecired Wb (Tonph. BERowaddy We
onston SN New \lQ(\'—i one  Yqiand

Sexk\e4 XN o \(.\rcse
Svaod  whoye VO\TS\! \Tve b
Loxaey  \eads o \ovion  \ikear @, oo svor

Yo wrneve Wis deceexto N n. YA Q \00d9  xwe

AWSNaeN \(‘

ﬁ"\*‘r@h#»\\e AN 0CdeC xd gad™ Delog's okve a0 sgain
NOXTCO Wi, o N\ cox
VNS

WrO 0 00fad

—>

Return to the

’\J\*\'MO\W\\‘.‘ Dase ¢ Aoes
X e Qo\(}—TG,S XNOAY e X \rowy

LClouse ok

CANSTON, oax Wmecowse 0k W Cousedn,

© The College Board 7 Table of Contents



on this page as it is designated in the exam. : l 7 r r 8 l
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5 (PP) This essay is typical of many student responses to Q3, whatever the
prompt or text may be. Working just enough to step into the upper-range
of the scoring guide, this student is not incorrect regarding facts from
the novel. Likewise, the student is careful to construct an introduction
with a thesis and a concluding paragraph that attempts to link character
to meaning. Though dutiful and diligent, this student struggles,

nevertheless, with the task of analysis. Although the essay includes

a plausible claim, “Gatsby was not a malicious person by any means,
but his [self-deception] is clouded [by] other people’'s judgement,” such
insight is rare in this thinly-developed response. The student mainly
resorts to a presentation of facts from the novel without analysis or link
to meaning. This student struggles to move beyond the “what?” of the
Tovel to the “why?". As a result, the discussion remains superficial right
to the final paragraph in which the student reaches toward a statement
of meaning, but is only able to present the simplistic and hackneyed
observation: “If we as a society do not change, we may very well end
with a similar fate to Gatsby.”




