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Grammar Handout 1 — Key Grammatical Terms

Part 1 — Subjects

Term 1: Every sentence must have a subject. The subject is the part of a sentence about which something
1s said. The subject is always either (1) 2a noun OR (2) a2 word, phrase, or clause that functions as a noun.

In each sentence, which word or group of words is the subject? Underline it and label it “S.”
A. Seﬁgggils g_%garbage. (Hint: The subject is a noun.)

B. Tth: 7 sea}éh for food at CHS during lunchtime. (Hint: The subject is a pronoun.)

C.[Xttacking ktudents at lunch is a favorite activity for seagulls. (Hint: The subject is a gerund phrase.)

Term 2: The simple subject of a sentence is the key word of the subject—without its modifiers.
When we talk about the subject of a sentence, generally we’ll be talking about the simple subject, which is the
main word of the subject.

In each sentence below, which word is the simple subject? Underline it and label it “S.”

D. Many Efgg_l_g ha}c/scagu.lls.

—

E. Students at CHS often leéé their garbage on campus.

e

Term 3: A compound subject is made of two or more simple subjects, usually joined by either “and” or “or”.

Which two words comprise the compound subject? Underline & label each compound subject.

F. Enthusiastic fresrglen and know-it-all SOPH{I;IOICS inMact at CHS.
— e

G. Mr. R%el and his English gfl‘%ms IXve the thug life 24/7.
H. FEither Robc—Dawg_or Mr. Schmidt will be )gpping at my birthday party!
e ——

e

Part 2 — Predicates and Verbs

Term 4: Besides its subject, every sentence also must possess a predicate, which is simply the part of the
sentence that either shows action or says something about the subject.

Notice the subject and predicate in each sentence below:

I.  Mr. Robel often bra% about winning the “most humble” award.
e ——————

(“Mr. Robel” 1s the subject, and the entire predicate includes the verb “brags™ and all its modifiers.)

S

J. The aggressive porcupine was looking at me with evil plans in his eyes.
M‘
————
(“The aggressive porcupine” is the complete subject, and the entire predicate includes the verb
“was looking” and the three prepositional phrases that follow it.)



Term 5: A simple predicate is the sentence’s verb without any modifiers.
Whenever we talk about the predicate, we’ll be talking about the simple predicate or the verb.

In each sentence below, the simple subject has been identified already. Which word in each sentenc~
1s the verb (or the simple predicate)? Underline the verb twice and label it with the letter “V.”

K. Mr. Robel sang in rock bands both during college and after college.

i

L. Now he teaches literature and fights the war against bad grammar.
e s 2o ; _
e . (Hint: This sentence has a two-word compound verb.)

M. Robe-Dawg often raps about his rough childhood on the suburban streets of Illinois.

e

Part 3 — Exercise!

[iach sentence below has a subject and a verb. Identfy the simple subject and the verb in each sentence.

1) Underline the simple subject once and label it with an “S.”
2) Underline the verb twice and label it with a “V.”

V

Example: My uncle nides a skateboard to work.

S
I h>1(e water.

]

SN ;
Pat hid the pretzels in the desk drawer.

3. Anevi eleﬁémr In a cage coytmls my thowgh}—(—\ J
- (o
v ~goun

4. Three-hundred sophomores at CHS sang punk-country songs and wore cowboy hats. Vub

— p—
—_—

5. Your pet rhjno‘gros sb)(led my expensive Persian rug!
p—————— s .

[

6. Vanessa donated lots of food to the homeless shelter.

——

Your coffee spilled all over my notebook.
—

5 o
8. The cat QTJCLEd the dog. Mmai A WL
/—/ﬁ vees phedse-| ndging verk
_]enme has b\!n waitn@ for over three hours

(4d lﬂmmdegx and their parents ‘;mrm(.d into Mr. Robel’s classroom.

11. ¥ )_-' friends and 1 pac\icd up our books, left the classroom, and wa&ed to the beach.
12. Studying grammar with Robe-Dawg is amazingly fun! \C‘,MFO\MM(
= Vary

\a 5@{@& S \‘\numjjbeuy verb




Part 4 — Phrases & Clauses

Term 6: A phrase is a group of words that functons as a single part of speech and that does not have a

subject-verb combination.

LEx.  in the beginning

behind the buffalo

to explode

will be herding guinea pigs

Term 7: A clause is a group of related words that has a subject-verb combination (i.e., that has both a subject

and a predicate).

s v s v
Ex. untl | eat the taco

More about PHRASES

Mary kicked me.

because porcupines get angry I don’t exast.

A phrase is a group of words that functons as a single part of speech and that does not have a subject-verb

combination. There are many types of phrases; six common types are listed below.

1vpe of Phrase

Examples

verb phrase
(a main verb and its helping verbs)

prepositional phrase
(a preposition plus its object and any modifiers)

infinitive phrase
(the mfinitve form of a verb plus its object or
complement and any modifiers)

gerund phrase
(the —ing form of a verb that functions as a noun,
plus 1ts object or complement and anv modifiers)

noun phrase

(a noun and its modifiers)

participial phrase
(a past or present participle plus its object or
complement and any modifiers)

Part 5 — More Exercises!

Snow has been falling all day.
My friend 1s studying his Spanish.

I wake up at six o’clock n the morming every day.
The bag of feathers was very difficult to carry.

I love to make delicious fish smoothies.

To cheat on a grammar testis the lowest form of evil.

Running on mountain trails is fun.
[ stopped listening to his stupid insults vears ago.

The doctor examined my yellow, oozing sore.
Reality T.V. shows are better than real life.

Training for the marathon, she ran five miles each day,
Broken in pieces, the dinner plate was useless.

A. Identify each group of words below by writing either “phrase” or “clause”in the blank.

1 F

'
L~ 1. Becausce the horses alwavs ﬁé‘rht for their lunch.

f"/7 S V
3N :
3. My nephew sends me a letter ev cry day.

N Yg{ v - P

£ 'S"Stog that!

-
__-~8. Robe [f\\ g alwavs kedps it real.

i —— —

6. A heinous deed and a

ﬁ 9. Half of the enchilada.

'.

I 2 Undl the end of time.

é 4. Running from the bad guys.
e i%,
9 GO away, please.

P 10. Was sleeping.

terrible salad.

\



B. Below are examples of clauses. Identify the subject and verb in each clause.

1. Underline the simple subject once and label it with an “S.”
2. Underline the verb twice and label it with a “V.”

LExample: The swollen river ovcrh/owcd 1ts banks.
Ve UVELIGWE
=

s\

1: &fggr the burrito.
-

I

The apoc%l)‘s_e b:;gan this morning.

3. Usually the ducks attack at dawn.
4 - N

_-_—
4. Studying for tests boosts my grades.
- - ﬁ-— o

(Hint: Look for a subject that 1s a gerund phrase.)

S v Vv S

5. Your friend says mean things and uses bad grammar. [ am regorﬁ'gg him to the Grammar Army!

-

s

6. Huge waves break at Carmel Beach, bro.
-

T s

Mr. Robel’s favorite waves are (!&ted by Antarctic storms over seven thousand miles awav.

o
TR

=l

s e —

8. Discovering the perfect qucsadiﬂﬁmy life goal.

(Hint: Look for a subject that is a gerund phrase.)

9. My friends travel a lot and Bgaﬂ their photos on the mnternet.
U g E

=
(Hint: Look for a compound verb in this sentence.)

10. Tourists ka traffic in Big Sur and cygte safety hazards on Highway 1.
— . : :



