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Course Description:

This rhetoric-based course was designed by the California State Universities and the California Community Colleges and fulfills the district senior year English graduation requirement. The goal of the Expository Reading and Writing Class (ERWC) is to develop advanced critical and analytical thinking skills through argumentative reading and writing. Throughout the course, students will engage with texts that deal with controversial contemporary issues. Students will evaluate various authors’ claims and writing styles, and then participate in thoughtful, text-based discussions in order to formulate their own opinions. Students will defend their viewpoints in numerous argumentative essays that will require multiple drafts as well as two research papers and a speech or two. It is expected that students in this course are ready and willing to engage in a rigorous intellectual challenge. 
Objectives: 
Students in ERWC will: 

·  Analyze an author’s use of rhetorical devices, patterns of organization, and word choice 

·  Analyze an author’s explicit and implicit viewpoints 

·  Critique and/or defend an author’s arguments by referring to the text 

·  Formulate personal viewpoints and make claims based on the text 

·  Develop multiple academic and analytical essays that are focused and persuasive 

·  Revise writing to improve argument and organization, and revise the work of peers 

·  Edit writing for clarity and proper grammar 

·  Practice strategies for “on-demand” timed essay tests 
·  Research and write an extensive report about a potential college major

·  Prepare, organize, and produce  a college application

·  Develop and demonstrate public speaking skill
Organization: 
The ERWC course is designed so that every unit follows the same sequential method of rhetorical reading and writing. Each topic we explore will take 2-4 weeks, depending on the length of the readings, and will follow this sequence: 

·  Reading Rhetorically (strategies & activities for Pre-reading, Reading, and Post-reading) 

·  Connecting Reading to Writing (strategies & activities for Referencing Text, Negotiating Voices) 

·  Writing Rhetorically (strategies & activities for Pre-writing, Writing, Revising, Editing, Evaluating) 

Assessment:

You will be assessed on your writing assignments, oral presentations, class participation, frequent grammar and vocabulary quizzes, and final exams and projects.  Most assignments will be submitted to aeries.carmelunified.org within one week of grading; students and parents are encouraged to regularly visit this site for progress updates.  Each assignment will be assessed according to an assignment specific rubric, and your overall grade will be calculated on a weighted point system.
89.5-100%
=A

79.5-89.4
=B
69.5-79.4
=C
57-69.4

=D
56 and below
=F
Grade Distribution:

Reading Comprehension, Response, and Analysis
30%

Writing Strategies and Applications


30%

Written and Oral Language Conventions and vocab
10%

Listening and Speaking Strategies


15%

Participation, Attendance, and Class Contribution
15%

Late Work and Absences: 

· See “Late Work Memo”

· In order to earn a grade in this class, you must submit all major writing assignments and complete all speeches.

· Tests and quizzes missed due to excused absences must be made up within the number of days excused during break, lunch, or office hours.

· Major writing assignment deadlines missed due to excused absences are due on the same day the student returns to class.

Writing: 
We will do a number of writing assignments each semester.    Unless otherwise stated, assignments are due upon collection.  Your assignment will be late if you come in after it has been collected, you have to go print, you left it in your locker, etc.  
Interacting with Outside Reading:

Throughout the year, students must read a book that they have chosen based on their own interests.   This book must be non-fiction and must be something other than those used for any class. This book must be brought to class everyday.  On Fridays, we will have about 25 minutes of silent reading in class.  All students are required to be reading during this time.  Students get credit for reading a book by having a conference with me on any Friday (or during lunch) once finished with the book.  Students are required to finish at least one outside reading book every two months (20 points), but they are encouraged to read as much as possible. Furthermore, there must be evidence that the student has applied our analytical reading skills to their chosen book. This can be done through the use of post-its or through highlighting and commentary in the book.   In addition, students will receive extra credit points (10 pts each) for up to two additional books that they finish in a semester.
Vocab

You will be required to generate a 100 tier 3 vocab flash cards in the first semester.  A memo providing more detail will handed out in the next few weeks. 

Texts
The texts assigned in this course are nonfiction articles and essays from magazines and newspapers as well as assigned readings from our texts.

Public Speaking

Throughout the year you will be required to complete 2 formal speeches and a number of impromptu speeches.  
Participation: 

Participation in my class means that you have done all the work, are on time, are courteous, and are always prepared. Excessive tardies and cuts can affect your grade and will result in detentions etc. 
Materials: 

Students are to bring the following items to class everyday:

1. Students are to bring their laptop to class every day.  This is essential for success in this class because we will be writing and researching every day.  

2. a three ring binder with paper; this binder should only be used for English and needs to be divided into five sections: grammar, vocab, handouts, articles, and writing notes.  If you cannot get a binder, please see me

3. highlighter, pencil/pen 

4. assigned reading book

5. outside reading book
6. post-its

7.  tier 3 vocab cards
I will do random checks to make sure that students have all required materials with them. These checks will result in participation points for the student.

.    

Extra Credit: These opportunities are offered during each unit.  In order to be eligible for extra credit a student must have all assignments turned in.   Take advantage of these opportunities.  There is no “last minute” extra credit at the end of the grading period.  The first extra credit opportunity will happen at “Back to School Night.” If one of your parents attends “Back to School Night” you will receive 50 pts. extra credit on your participation grade.

Expectations: 

1. Be in your seat when the bell rings-- otherwise you are tardy. (Sorry…tardiness is a pet peeve.)

2. Come to class prepared!  You are a college student in my eyes. I will treat you as such until you prove otherwise. 

3. Do not make excuses. Solve the problem then come and explain the issue. 
4. Be respectful to all who step foot inside the classroom.

5. Cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment or test. Repeat offenses may result in a failing grade for the semester.  Final drafts of all formal writing will be submitted to www.turnitin.com for review.

How to Succeed in this Class:
From the first day, stay organized.  Write down every assignment and expectation.  Keep track of your papers. Complete assignments on time. Read nightly. Finally, ask for help if you need it.

1. The ERWC curriculum is based on reading expository or non-fiction material. Since this is the case, any current event, issue, or event can become a topic for research, writing, and  discussion. Consequently, one of my goals for this class is to devise a curriculum that appeals to all students’ interests.  With that being said, I would like you to list subjects, issues,  or topics that pique your interest.  Please be specific. For instance, do not just say that you like art. Say that you like a particular artistic style, artist and medium.  
2. What are your plans for next year?  Be specific.  Is there a specific school you are applying to?  What do you think you will major in? Do you have to do a personal statement?  What about a job?  What have you done to prepare for life 12 months from now? Be specific. 

3. Will you be taking the SAT or ACT this fall?   Do you know the dates of the test?  Do you feel prepared?   What are your strengths and weaknesses with regard to these tests?

Students and Parents:  Please review this course outline, complete the information requested below for increased communication throughout the year, and return this page to Mr. Schmidt  by ______________.

Course: ERWC
________

Period

_______________________________

_________________________

Student Name (please print)



Student email for weekly updates

_____________________________________

Student signature

_____________________________________

______________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (please print)
Parent/Guardian email for weekly updates

_____________________________________

______________________________

Parent/Guardian signature




Parent/Guardian phone number(s)

