EL PRETÉRITO  VS. EL IMPERFECTO: LOS USOS BÁSICOS

	EL PRETÉRITO
	EL IMPERFECTO

	· A single, completed action

Hice mi tarea y fui a la tienda.

· The beginning or ending of an event

La celebración empezó a las dos y terminó a las siete.

· Events with specific starting and ending times

El temblor ocurrió a las 7:19 de la mañana.


	· A habitual action or event…something one “used to” do

· Actions that are continuous and indefinite as to starting and ending times

· To describe persons, places, objects, events and time in the past:

· Appearance

· Age

· Physical state

· Emotions

· Attitudes and desires

· Location

· Date

· Time

· Weather


EL PRETÉRITO VS. EL IMPERFECTO: EXPRESIONES DEL TIEMPO
	PRETÉRITO
	IMPERFECTO

	Yesterday=

Last night=

The day before yesterday=

Once=

Twice=

Last month/year=

Last weekend=

Suddenly=
	Always=

Often=

Frequently=

Every day=

Every Friday, Saturday, etc=

As a youngster=

Many times=

Frecuently=


