                  AR VERBS IN THE PRETERITE (past tense)

In Spanish, the AR verbs take the following endings in the past tense:

YO- é                                   NOSOTROS-amos

TÚ-aste

UD/ÉL/ELLA- ó                  UDS/ELLOS/ELLAS-aron

Some examples:

HABLAR                                                             NADAR

hablé               hablamos                                   nadé                      nadamos
hablaste                                                             nadaste                                          
habló                 hablaron                                  nadó                     nadaron

Verbs that end in CAR/GAR/ZAR have a different conjugation for the YO form, in order to maintain correct pronunciation. These forms are:

BUSCAR (CAR VERB)

The YO form is not “buscé”,but rather it is  busqué” (the letter “ c”  is replaced with “qu”)

All other forms follow the regular preterite endings:

Busqué                 Buscamos

Buscaste

Buscó                   Buscaron

JUGAR (GAR VERB)

The YO form is not “jugé” , but rather it is “jugué” . (The g is followed by the letter “ u” and then the “ é  preterite ending)

All other forms follow the regular preterite endings:

Jugué                  Jugamos

Jugaste

Jugó                   Jugaron

EMPEZAR (ZAR VERB)

The YO form is not “ empezé” but rather it is “ empecé” . ( The letter ‘z’ changes to a ‘ c’ )

All other forms follow the regular preterite endings:

Empecé               Empezamos

Empezaste

Empezó                Empezaron

