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The	
  Base	
  Stealers	
  
By	
  Roberts	
  Francis	
  
	
  
Poised	
  between	
  going	
  on	
  and	
  back,	
  pulled	
  
Both	
  ways	
  taut	
  like	
  a	
  tightrope-­‐walker,	
  
Fingertips	
  pointing	
  the	
  opposites,	
  
Now	
  bouncing	
  tiptoe	
  like	
  a	
  dropped	
  ball	
  
Or	
  a	
  kid	
  skipping	
  rope,	
  come	
  on,	
  come	
  on,	
  
Running	
  a	
  scattering	
  of	
  steps	
  sidewise,	
  
How	
  he	
  teeters,	
  skitters,	
  tingles,	
  teases,	
  
Taunts	
  them,	
  hovers	
  like	
  an	
  ecstatic	
  bird,	
  
He's	
  only	
  flirting,	
  crowd	
  him,	
  crowd	
  him,	
  
Delicate,	
  delicate,	
  delicate,	
  delicate	
  -­‐	
  now!	
  
	
  
We	
  Real	
  Cool	
  
By	
  Gwendolyn	
  Brooks	
  
	
  
We	
  real	
  cool.	
  We	
  	
  
Left	
  school.	
  We	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Lurk	
  late.	
  We	
  	
  
Strike	
  straight.	
  We	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Sing	
  sin.	
  We	
  	
  
Thin	
  gin.	
  We	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Jazz	
  June.	
  We	
  	
  
Die	
  soon.	
  
	
  
Blessing	
  the	
  boats	
  (at	
  St.	
  Mary’s)	
  
By	
  Lucille	
  Clifton	
  
	
  
may	
  the	
  tide	
  	
  
that	
  is	
  entering	
  even	
  now	
  	
  
the	
  lip	
  of	
  our	
  understanding	
  	
  
carry	
  you	
  out	
  	
  
beyond	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  fear	
  	
  
may	
  you	
  kiss	
  	
  
the	
  wind	
  then	
  turn	
  from	
  it	
  	
  
certain	
  that	
  it	
  will	
  	
  
love	
  your	
  back	
  	
  	
  	
  may	
  you	
  	
  
open	
  your	
  eyes	
  to	
  water	
  	
  
water	
  waving	
  forever	
  	
  
and	
  may	
  you	
  in	
  your	
  innocence	
  	
  
sail	
  through	
  this	
  to	
  that	
  


