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Coming- of- age definition

During the first part of the year we will read 2-3 coming-of-age stories.  In order to fully grasp the meaning of these stories we need to have a tool for analyzing the respective stories.  The tool we will use is the definition that appears below.  

One of your first responsibilities in this class will be to commit the full definition to memory.  We will take a quiz on this definition in the next few days, and Honors Students will be expected to write the complete definition.  

Definition: A coming-of-age story is a type of novel, short-story, or film in which a young protagonist is initiated into adulthood through knowledge, experience, or both.  Understanding comes after the dropping of preconceptions, a destruction of a false sense of security, or in some way the loss of innocence.  The protagonist often experiences the following shifts in understanding/behaviors: 

1. false view of the world to correct view of the world

2. idealism to realism

3. immature behaviors to mature behaviors

4. ignorance to knowledge

