Name: Sara Yovovich
Protagonist’s Name: Jessica
1. She is the second child in her family and has an older brother named John.
2. John is okay for an older brother, but he could be nicer to Jessica.

3. Jessica doesn’t really do any chores or work around the house. She doesn’t really like
to work. (Who does, though?)

4. She is kind of proud of her manicured fingernails and likes to keep them looking
perfect. She also loves the color pink and anything that looks “cute” or “sweet.”

5. She has a friend named Alice, and they both are involved in student leadership and
help to put on the school dance.

6. She wants to get something new and “cute” to wear for the next dance, but she has
no money, and she has to figure out how to get some money.

7. Her brother won’t lend her the money, and she’s afraid to ask her parents because
they have already told her that if she wants to buy things she doesn’t really need, she
needs to earn the money herself.

8. She doesn’t have a boyfriend--at least not yet.

9. She is terrified by power tools, lawn mowers, and other noisy kinds of technology.

10. She can be kind of rude and even self-centered, especially toward her brother.
(Nobody’s perfect, right?)
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What interesting events might happen in your story’s plot?

Place one event in each of the boxes below.

Note: Use only as many boxes as you need. You might not need all the boxes, OR you might need to add boxes.

*  Then decide which events are especially important—events that you'll want to bring to life with sensory detail
and dialogue—and which events are less important and can be skimmed or summarized.

®  Also decide if you are going to narrate events in a chronological order, or if you want to use flashback or some

other nonlinear narration. (Only use nonlinear natration if you can pull off the transitions in time effectively.)
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Which events above will you want to “bring to life” for the reader with sensory details? Choose three key
events from your story, and complete a “Sensory Chart” for each event on the other side of this page. =




Prewriting Step 3 — Sensory Charts or “Mental Snapshots” for Key Events

“Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on broken glass.” — Anton Chekhov

For each key event in your narrative that you want to “bring to life” in detail, call to mind as many
sensory details as you can imagine about it. Then fill in the chart to make a “mental-snapshot” of it.

1st Event or Scene

Dessien. gsks her bortte G &

Sights

~érsia_ has MV\ICUJ"ZAQ N

Sounds

Nessica and  Totwl (he— oroller)
afj‘*""ﬁ Aoud™ i (M(Aj her— j*h

Sensations of Touch

foe gt ' & "\o’(—‘

Smells & Tastes

2nd Event or Scene

N3] Sj{fi&’ N mecer

Sights ‘,‘(M,ngf L\OA) LC( % WC'Ww \C(K W‘K
e Yoes wmlling
Sounds "

Robk & ﬁ_@i’t) g A
A lad Yerrundsl

oay

Sensations of Touch

puuﬁ l'\arA o le CDfL) W‘}V‘\T{j MeAre
Mo ence o St i

Smells & Tastes

3rd Event or Scene

e mows e laun

Sights

5(22!} %leu.:if:j ood~ Side o’? Mo Loe—

Sounds

*voar of" wowd— lowker uhen e ¥
s more. AadApe (T

Sensations of Touch

: ﬁge/—'ﬂ\{; mowd—~ deovrwad  slowl

L oWl S "}éﬂo 4 She WJ‘I@_( CQGLuh @i (’

* Sweat o Lﬂ.’,.g/’ag T — Wi




T’ pvem,ﬂ &tnm&‘f-'
This ‘Gf;ﬁ" A(A:F'f' (4$l€¢+}

A solid stert with o

. for »‘vhprwemem+~ The stery
Sarah Yovovich B A W clear! 3 bt
Ms. Landor mor€  sensory Aed=zlls Lo
neeled bring the events
Yoo 2" 40 b rvcm]l He
February 28, 2015 Charcttrs' pezelities 'mje
ViV .
S

English 1 College-Prep

Tough Enough
“Just lend me ten bucks, John,” Jessica begged. “Come on!”

“I’m sure the shirt is very cute and pink and perfect, sis, but I don’t have any money. ‘
Di d(ojg__é_ and |
descrphive details

“In this heat?” she asked, fanning herself with manicured nails.”™ cvete da Y ' %
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“You know, Mom and Dad pay me ten bucks to mow the lawn,” John said. r&jez\  Fhe

chamckers’
parsovulities.

Now move—I gotta mow the lawn.”

“Oh! So you can lend me the money after you finish?”

He snorted. “Yeah, right. I'll let you mow the lawn, though.”

“No way! That mower’s heavy!” Jessica said, her eyes wide.

“What’s that [ hear? Oh, it’s the sound of a thousand cute tops crying!” ‘
The ndomthive
“Shut up and show me how this thing works,” she snapped. They went to the garage, and Mmain s
a consistedt
John pulled out the mower for her. 3d, peon

AT oF Ulew.
“So, I just pull the cord?” She pulled tentatively, and the mower let out a brief, unnerving

growl. Jessica jumped back and let out an “Eep!”
“It’s fine, Jess. Pull as hard as you can,” John said. Jessica braced herself and pulled. The
mower roared to life. Her confident look amused John.
“Good job!” he hollered. “Go to it!”
“Wait!” she squeaked, but he was gone. She took a deep breath and nudged the mower
forward a few inches. It made a hideous crrrunch as twigs were chewed and spat out. She
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shrieked, thinking of how “cute” she would look with missing toes. The mower kept roaring, and
she realized that she didn’t know how to turn it off.

“John!” she shouted, but there was no way he could hear her. She nudged the evil
machine forward and watched the grass spew out the side. It was kind of cool. Terrifying, but
cool.

She kept pushing all the way to the other side of the lawn. The mower was heavy, but she

as strong enough. Turning around was another issue. Still, she was tough, even if she liked

pink. She pushed down on the handle, and the mower tilted up surprisingly easy. The sound was
much louder. Slowly, she turned, and then she pushed forward to mow the next strip of grass.
he grass fell as she mowed. By the time she got to the end of the lawn, she had perfected the
turning technique so that it was one fluid motion.

No longer afraid of the mower, she moved her sweaty face closer to examine the controls.
She found the switch and cut the engine.

John emerged from inside and surveyed the lawn. “Nice job, Jess.”

“Thank you. Excuse me, but [ have money to collect, a shower to take, and a top to buy,”
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she said, as she walked past him.”

That night, she looked amazing in her new pink top. Her friend Alice said, “You look
beautiful! Like a flower or something!”

“Thank you!” Jessica replied, thinking about how much fun it would be to mow right

through a field of flowers, petals flying everywhere. ‘~‘7
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