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After reading “Methyl Madness: Road to the Final Phenotype” in Survival of the Sickest by Dr. Sharon Moalem, answer the following questions:

1. Explain what is meant by “methylation”. What role does it play in epigenetics?






2. What is epigenetics?






3. What traits does the “Agouti” gene cause in mice?


4. The author states at the top of page 158 that the results of the experiments with the mice “rocked the genetics world”. How did the results contradict what you have learned about the laws of genetics?






5. Based on the context of the second paragraph on p 159, what is the meaning of the word “immutable”?


6. In the field of epigenetics, what is meant by the “maternal effect”?






7. What is the author referring to when she says “until you get out the old methyl Magic Marker” on page 163?

